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Green/Foreword/Sailing Time’s Ocean


Foreword to

SAILING TIME’S OCEAN


Old saws: time changes everything; timing is everything.


Some history…

Children of the Rainbow, originally issued in 1992 by McClelland & Stewart, was, at the time, a signal event: an SF novel published as a mainstream book rather than as a genre title by Canada’s largest publisher. Their involvement, greeted with much hope, heralded the possibility of a new literary acceptance and distribution for the form in Canada. But, alas, instead of being the seed that flowered into a tradition, it became the sole blossom of its kind, seeing only Canadian publication, and at M&S the decision to continue in this direction was abandoned. 

The reasons for this are integral to the business side of writing, rather than the quality of the work – a situation more common than casual observers might suspect. Truth be told, M&S didn’t know anything about SF – what it was, how to market it. A few enthusiastic members of the firm (at the acquisition and editorial level) wanted to get into the field, but it was never sufficiently supported at the top, so the book’s life was short and its readership never international. Sometimes this is the way the business goes.

So when I received Rob Sawyer’s recent unsolicited call saying that he would very much like to reissue the novel under his “Robert J. Sawyer” line of books from Red Deer/Fitzhenry & Whiteside, I was delighted, for Rob does indeed know the field, and there is definite support at the top. Red Deer/Fitzhenry & Whiteside has international distribution, so for the first time the novel will be available worldwide, published and promoted by people who know and care about what they are doing in the field.

Time changes everything; timing is everything.

A tradition, some precedents: Robert A. Heinlein’s The Day After Tomorrow (1949) appeared originally as Sixth Column (1941); Cordwainer Smith’s The Boy Who Bought Old Earth, which appeared in magazine version in 1964 reappeared in book form as The Planet Buyer (1964), and eventually combined (some editing and linking additions) with his posthumously published The Underpeople (1968) to form Norstrilia (1975), the definitive novel of Smith’s saga; Alfred Bester’s marvelous (and I use the word in its literal meaning of wonderful, extraordinary and improbable as well as excellent, splendid and fine) The Stars My Destination (1956) appeared that same year in the U.K. under the title Tiger! Tiger! Robert J. Sawyer himself had Hobson’s Choice (serialized in Analog magazine, 1994-95) transformed into the Nebula Award winning novel The Terminal Experiment (1995); finally, Arthur C. Clarke had the opportunity to reissue his 1953 novel Against the Fall of Night, and ended up rewriting it as The City and the Stars (and as Sir Arthur noted in his 1956 preface, speaking of his readers: “I hope they will grant an author the right to have second thoughts.”) 

I trust my readers are as generous. 

Invited to go over the story and see if there were any changes I’d like to make to the manuscript for this new edition, slowly, surreptitiously, over a period of some months – in the film tradition of the “Director’s Cut” -- I saw many (small) things that would indeed benefit the novel, the least of which was not, like so many of my predecessors, a new title. So renewed opportunity offers the chance for a new presentation, and suddenly I find myself, along with you, on a new/old voyage, sailing time’s ocean…  

Terence M. Green

2006

THE END (of Foreword)

